
 

 

Story Ideas 

 

Haunted 
House 

● Your friends dare you to spend one night in a haunted house.  
● You want to gain the respect of your friends, so you agree. 
● A ghost does not want you to succeed. 
● You manage to stay all night, OR, you decide that you need some 

better friends. 

Mulan  
 
“I’ll make a 
man out of 
you.” 

● You want to join a sports team. 
● The coach thinks that you’re not good enough. He tells you to go 

home. 
● Like Mulan, you “climb the pole and fetch the arrow.” In other words, 

you prove yourself in a surprisingly clever way, or you prove yourself 
through hard work and determination.  

● The coach asks you to join the team. 
● OR, you don’t make the team. You are extremely disappointed.  
● You are sulking in a corner of the schoolyard, when a classmate asks 

you if you want to join the book club. You shrug your shoulders and 
say, “Why not?” 

● You finally find happiness. You realize that what you really wanted all 
along was a group of friends, and now you have the best friends in the 
world—the members of the book club.  

Taylor Swift 
 
“You Belong 
with Me.” 

● You have a crush on a boy. You ask him to [eat lunch] with you.  
● He rejects you, breaking your heart.  
● The boy whom you love—the boy who rejected you—faces some sort 

of crisis. Perhaps his puppy is lost.  
● You risk your own safety in order to help him. You rescue his puppy (or 

help him in some other heroic way).  
● Suddenly, your crush realizes how special you really are.  
● He begs you to forgive him and he asks you to eat lunch with him.  
● Or, after wallowing in your depression for a while, you suddenly 

realize that your crush “isn’t all that” and that the person you really 
belong with “has been here all along.” 

Cinderella ● You really want to [go the dance], but your evil stepmother won’t let 
you. 

● You sneak out and have a terrific time. But when you return home, 
you get punished.  

● Things are looking bleak. It seems like you’ve ruined your life. 
● Just then, someone knocks on the door.  You prince has come to find 

you.  

Science 
Fiction 

● The spaceship has a mechanical problem. It can only be fixed from the 
outside.  
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● You volunteer to go, but the captain refuses to give you permission; 
she says it’s far too dangerous. 

● You disobey orders and exit the spacecraft anyway—but things only 
get worse. The spaceship is now in danger of exploding, and your 
spacesuit starts to malfunction.  

● With heroic efforts, you pull the lever that fixes the problem. When 
you return to the spaceship, everybody thanks you.  

Bully ● You want to lead a peaceful life, but a bully at school is determined to 
make your life miserable.  

● You stand up for yourself, but the bully challenges you to a fight. 
● Although you are afraid, you decide to fight the bully. Surprisingly, you 

win. Everyone thinks you’re a hero.  
● Or, you lose the fight, and you end up battered and bruised. 

Nonetheless, you have gained self-respect, and you have gained the 
respect of your classmates.  

● Or, you refuse to fight the bully, but you tell him off with a clever 
speech. Other students have gathered around you. They hear your 
speech and they all begin to clap. The bully slinks off, ashamed and 
embarrassed. 

 

Mystery ● A body has been found—murdered. 
● You develop an interest in the case and you start to ask a few 

questions. 
● You learn that the  murderer has a distinctive tattoo.  
● You think you know who the murderer is, but you don’t have enough 

evidence to prove it. 
● So you break into the suspect’s house, determined to find the murder 

weapon.  
● You find the murder weapon. And then you find the body of the 

suspect—lying dead on the floor. He or she has been murdered.  
● Suddenly, two police officers show up. They see the dead body on the 

floor—and the murder weapon in your hand. They arrest you for 
murder.  

● As one of the police officers is putting you in handcuffs, you see that 
he or she has that same distinctive tattoo—and suddenly you realize 
that the person who is arresting you is the real murderer.  

● You twist yourself free, and you explain the situation to the other 
police officer, who happens to be an honest cop.  

● She believes you and she arrests her partner, the bad cop.  
● Everyone thanks you for solving the mystery. 
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Snobby 
Parents 

● You are poor, and you come from a bad family. (Your mother is a drug 
addict and your father is in jail). 

● You have fallen in love with a girl from a rich, upper class family.  
● Both of you are very happy. 
● Your girlfriend invites you to her house to meet her parents. Her 

parents act all nice to your face, but then they pull you aside for a 
private conversation. 

● They tell you that you are all wrong for their daughter. Their daughter 
deserves better. They offer you a lot of money to break up with her.  

● Of course, you refuse. 
● But later, you realize that what they said is true: How can your 

girlfriend be happy with someone like you? You’re a nobody. Doesn’t 
she deserve someone better? Doesn’t she deserve someone rich? 
Doesn’t she deserve someone with a promising future? 

● You leave your girlfriend a note. You explain to her that you are 
breaking up with her and you are moving to a different town. That 
way, she can forget about you and find someone new. You tell her that 
you love her but that you realize that she will be happier with 
someone else. You’re doing this for her. 

● You get on a bus to leave town. As the bus is pulling out of the bus 
station, tears are streaming down your face. 

● Suddenly, the bus driver slams on the brakes. “Who is this crazy girl?” 
she asks. 

● You see that someone has jumped in front of the bus. It’s your 
girlfriend. She is shouting your name and waving her arms.  

● She loves you and she’s never going to let you go. She found out what 
her snobby parents said, and she told them to shove it. She only wants 
to be with you.  

Fantasy / 
Star Wars 

● You are training to become a wizard. Your master is a benevolent old 
wizard, kind of like Yoda from Star Wars. 

● An evil wizard is threatening to destroy the [universe]. Your master 
(the good wizard) is too old and weak to fight the evil wizard herself. 

● She tells you, “It’s up to you. You must go and fight this evil wizard.” 
● “How can I?” you protest. “I’m not ready yet!” It’s true: You are still a 

beginner. You have not yet learned much magic. In fact, you’re terrible 
at magic.  

● Your master (the good wizard) gives you a magic pebble. She says: 
“Keep this magic pebble in your pocket. When the time comes, it will 
give you strength. It will give you the power to do extraordinary feats 
of magic.”  

● You leave and go do battle with the evil wizard. The evil wizard is 
extremely powerful and is on the verge of destroying you.  

● Then you remember the magic pebble in your pocket. The thought of 
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the pebble gives you strength. You dig deep inside yourself, and then, 
with a striking display of magical powers, you defeat the evil wizard 
and save the universe. 

● You return to the house of the your master (the good wizard). She is 
on her deathbed.  

● You thank her for teaching you the ways of magic, and for lending you 
the magic pebble. You give the magic pebble back to her. 

● She carelessly tosses it away.  
● “What are you doing?” you ask, stunned. “Why did you throw away 

the magic pebble?”  
● The good wizard smiles. “There is nothing magic about that pebble. It’s 

just an ordinary, worthless pebble. The magical powers that helped 
you defeat the evil wizard—those powers were inside you the whole 
time.”  

Wild Animal ● You are a game warden who works at a wildlife park in Africa. Your job 
is to track down and arrest poachers (people who are hunting 
illegally). 

● One day, as you are tracking down some poachers, you see a tiger that 
has been killed and mutilated by poachers. 

● You also see something that breaks your heart—a tiger cub, 
whimpering beside the carcass of his dead mother. 

● You take the tiger cub and you raise it in your own home. 
● When your tiger has grown big and strong, you release it back into the 

wild. It breaks your heart, but you know that it’s the right thing to do. 
● Years later, you are still at your job, tracking down poachers. 
● You find some poachers and start to arrest them. However, they 

manage to turn the tables on you. They take away your weapon, then 
they try to decide what to do with you. 

● “Let’s kill him” says the lead bad guy. 
● The poachers are about to kill you, when suddenly a ferocious tiger 

jumps out of the bushes and kills the poachers.  
● Then the tiger turns toward you. Is it going to kill you too? 
● No, the tiger licks your face. It's the same tiger you rescued years ago. 

Werewolf ● You are a reporter following a story: The bodies of some hikers were 
found, and they appear to have been killed by a wild animal. 

● A self-proclaimed “Werewolf Hunter” claims that a werewolf killed 
them. 

● The werewolf hunter offers to take you out into the forest, to a place 
where he has seen the werewolf. 

● You spend the day in the woods with this guy.  
● As dusk is falling, and you are returning to your car, you are attacked 

by a large dog.  
● The dog bites you. It’s a nasty wound, but you bandage it up and 
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return to town.  
● The next day, you have a weird craving for raw meat.  
● In the following days, you become extremely sensitive to even the 

faintest sound or smell. You start to gain the strength of a wild animal.  
● As the next  full moon approaches, you start to feel the urge to hunt. 
● On the night of the full moon, you turn into a werewolf. The next 

morning, you can’t remember much of what happened. 
● Your neighbor knocks on your door. She informs you that a wild 

animal killed her pet cat last night. She asks if you saw or heard 
anything unusual.  

● “No,” you reply, as you pick a bit of cat fur out of your teeth.  
● As the next full moon approaches, you feel afraid. You are afraid that 

you will lose control and kill someone you love. Perhaps your 
girlfriend. 

● You tell your girlfriend that you’re going out of town for a few days.  
● Then you chain yourself to your bed, so you won’t hurt anyone during 

the hours when you will become a werewolf. 
● As full moon rises, and once again you turn into a werewolf. You feel 

the urge to hunt, but you cannot break the chain that keeps you 
chained to your bed.  

● Then someone breaks into your house. It’s the werewolf hunter! He’s 
got a rifle, and he’s caught you at a time when you’re helpless to fight 
back.  

● The hunter is about to shoot you, but your girlfriend arrives. She 
suspected that you had been lying to her about going out of town. 

● A scuffle ensues. Your girlfriend releases you from your chains.  
● You pounce on the werewolf hunter, ready to sink your teeth into his 

throat.  
● “Stop!” shouts your girlfriend. She convincers you not to kill him.  
● Even in your wolf-like state, you can sense that your girlfriend is 

someone you should trust.  
● The sun comes up, and you turn back into a human. You and your 

girlfriend know that you must both leave town as soon as possible.  
● The Werewolf hunter will be telling his story, and some people may 

believe him. You both must go on the run.  
● You don’t know what the future holds; how will the two of you 

survive? Yet somehow, the two of you must find a way to live your 
lives together, always hiding this deep, dark secret, knowing that every 
full moon you’re going to turn into a werewolf. 
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